294             THE  RELIGIOUS   SITUATION   IN   INDIA.      [CHAP. XI.

associate the blessings of order with religion, to observe how
religious were these lawless freebooters/'    We need not stop
here to discuss how far the Western mind is justified histori-
cally in the habitual association of order with religion : to the
writer a religion is evidently a definite cod^ of morals, resting
upon an established system of theology;  and he forgets that
perils and adventures are apt to stimulate devotion*   But while
to an European scholar this picture of Syrian life is dim with
the mists of three thousand years, to anyone w'ho has lived in u
lawless part of India the picture would be striking by its famili-
arity, and the supposed inconsistencies would be good proof of
its authenticity.   The very details of the narrative would adjust
themselves to an Indian scene with little essential alteration,
and ,would cause no  surprise in Rajputana, thotigh   such  an
incident is now hardly intelligible to students in the Western
world.    Not since the days of Micah has India made any clear
step in the general advance of religious ideas or discipline, so
as to place, its whole population solidly on a higher spiritual
level.    During so many centuries of spiiitual wandering in the
wilderness the Hindus have constructed no systematic fabric,
no catholic organisation of religion, no jtabernacle whither all
their tribes go up; whereas all other races of equal and even
lower civilization, many of inferior  intellect, have  built for
themselves some such edifice.    The face of the land is covered
with   innumerable   temples,   shrines,   and   sanctuaries,   with
places of prayer and altars of sacrifice.    But as out of the
ruins of early. Indian sanctuaries no clear procession of styles
can be traced, the earlier being often the more perfect, so we
can follow no plain upward series of spiiitual conceptions;
and^the creeds and ceremonies in daily u^e are a mosaic of old
and new superstitions.    They resemble some of their temples,
"which we can now see built over and out  of the debris of
earlier edifices; stones carved with the emblems of one god
fitted Into the chapel of another, phallic symbols in a niche
which  once  contained  Buddha,  and   outside  a "Mahomedan
cupola surmounting the  stone  lintel  and  pillars  of  ancient
Hindu architecture.    It is by no means to be supposed that in
India no tendencies have been displayed, or no efforts made,